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Debut Album: 23.05.12 Feat. BJ Cole (Pedal Steel)      [image: image3.jpg]



Dan writes music steeped in timeless roots traditions, laced with lyrical twists that narrate modern life. Following on from his 3 EPs (The Balloon, The Bubble, The Box), his debut album is acoustic at heart, sensitively embellished with a creative band of musicians who add their distinctive sounds to Dan’s muse.

Delivered in warm, hushed tones, They Care For You opens the record with a forever love song set to a circling acoustic guitar phrase. Single release, My Heart Doesn’t Age (It Just Gets Older) offers wry observations about staying young inside, with a casual spoken verse and chorus sung over a rolling rhythm and guitar figure. With its wheezing accordion, body image theme and wannabe fashion model subject, the bittersweet Three Bodies is more of a waltzing whirligig. Whilst the jaunty jogging banjo of The Fire Of Lust has a definite shanty flavour.

Dan describes his approach to song writing: “I write in a bid for clarity. Sometimes thoughts get mixed up, or misunderstood. I believe we hold each other in the communal cradle of our actions, of our words too, and of course (the fun bit in my opinion) our expression.”

Dan’s father worked in radio and his parent’s record collection ignited his passion for music as a child: “I was drawn soul singers like Wilson Pickett/Otis Redding and songwriters such as Neil Young, Beatles, Bob Dylan, Jackson Browne and Elton John. In recent years I’ve loved Ron Sexsmith, John Grant, Eels, Anthony and Loney, Dear.” 

There’s a collective of musicians that perform live with Dan including Vashti Anna (Tom Baxter / Charlie Windston) on harmony vocals. He’s supported many established artists such as Willy Mason, Joseph Arthur, Caitlin Rose, Peter Green, and Josh Ritter. In 2010, BBC TV commissioned him to compose and perform a song for the politics show ‘Inside Out’. He was among a select group of writers chosen by Tom Robinson of BBC 6 Music to take part in a songwriting retreat funded by Notting Hill Publishing. The experience inspired him to set up his own ‘songwriting circle’ workshop at mac Birmingham. 

By day, he delivers music workshops, co-writing with vulnerable adults, using rhythm to help accident victims regain memory loss, jam sessions, sing-a-longs and instruments customised for those with disabilities. Dan explains: “as well as sustaining myself, the work helps with my internal tug of war, between the selfish artist, all insular and self-obsessed… and the community member keen to share my passion for music and writing.”
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Press / Gaby Green: gaby@greengabpr.co.uk 

BIOGRAPHY:

DAN WHITEHOUSE

Dan Whitehouse (b.1979, Wolverhampton) is a British singer-songwriter. He lives in Birmingham. As a teenager he played guitar in several bands before touring and recording extensively with Naomi (‘Liquid’ Gut Records 1999). In his early 20s he was the lead singer and creative force behind Sonara, whilst studying music at Westminster University. The band toured and released several DIY EPs before Jon Mac of Barfly Group signed them to Camden based independent label Force Ten Records. In 2003 they recorded their debut single at Air Studios and appeared at the Reading Festival. 

Following graduation in 03 (fellow alumni include The Irrepressibles, The Feeling, Pure Reason Revolution, Jamie Woon) Dan pursued a career in creative music making and had a wide range of experiences ranging from session guitar work (Carina Round, The Mexicolas) to community music workshops with children and adults with learning difficulties.

In 2007 he became disillusioned with life in London and returned home to Wolverhampton with the intention to rest and recuperate. He reveled in the peace and quiet his hometown offered and wrote a lot of new material during this year, largely based on stressful experiences in London and the calming relationship with his family. 

Throughout 2007 Dan played regular solo shows at the Glee Club Birmingham, supporting a diverse range of artists such as Willy Mason, Julian Cope, Joseph Arthur, Kate Walsh, Josh Ritter and Maria Mckee. On December 6th he played his first headline gig at the venue, and it was at this event he met the pianist/composer June Mori who was playing on the same bill with singer/songwriter Dan Gallagher.

In February 2008 Dan began recording songs at Zip Studios in Wolverhampton with a core band of Steve Clarke (Rogue States) bass, John Large (Thought Gang, Carina Round) drums and June Mori on piano, later joined by Tom Bounford (Audiopoiesis, Saturday Night Gym Club) playing violin.

Ryan Pinson was the sound engineer for these sessions that continued sporadically throughout the next 18 months and featured an eclectic ensemble of musicians including BJ Cole (REM, Sting, Eno) Andy Bole (Gong, Captain Beefheart), and Carina Round (Puscifier, Early Winters).

In 2009 the recordings were released as a series of 3 EPs: The Balloon, The Bubble & The Box. The self-released EPs have been critical acclaimed, and several tracks have received radio play in the UK, on BBC Radio 2, 6 Music, Kerrang! & WCR FM. 

In 2010 Dan was commissioned to compose a song for a BBC TV documentary, and continued to develop his musical relationship with the core band of musicians that crystallized during production of the ‘3 EPs’.  He undertook a collaboration with 24-piece mixed choral choir The Brewood Singers, performing two joint concerts.

2011 saw Dan collaborate with Birmingham based producer, singer songwriter and multi-instrumentalist Michael Clarke (Rogue States). Legendary pedal steel man BJ Cole features on two tracks, the gentle Know Me with its intriguing off kilter rhythm and the keening alt-country tinged When We Were Sleeping, and, providing beautiful viola on the elegantly intoxicating piano ballad closer All That Will Survive Of Us Is Love, Helen Lancaster from the Old Dance School. The album will be released 23.05.12 and will receive a national radio and press campaign. 
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Live bookings: dan@dan-whitehouse.com
Upcoming Shows:

	DATE
	CITY
	VENUE

	03/05/2012
	London
	Slaughtered Lamb

	04/05/2012
	Wolverhampton
	Newhampton Arts Centre supporting Scott Matthews

	05/05/2012
	Chesham
	The Drawing Room

	06/05/2012
	Bude Cornwall
	Stables

	09/05/2012
	Hove
	The Palmeira

	12/05/2012
	Wotton-under-Edge, Gloucestershire
	Under the Edge Arts

	17/05/2012
	Birmingham
	Songwriter’s Cafe

	24/05/2012
	Stafford
	The Post House

	25/05/2012
	Liverpool
	View Two Gallery (Liverpool Acoustic)

	27/05/2012
	Oxford
	Communion at Jericho Tavern

	04/06/2012
	Tanworth In Arden
	Lunar Festival

	06/06/2012
	London
	Betsey Trotwood

	07/06/2012
	Lichfield
	The Spark

	13/06/2012
	Balham South London
	The Bedford Globe Theatre

	16/06/2012
	Catton Hall Walton On Trent South Derbyshire
	The Big Session Festival

	29/06/2012
	Coventry
	Ditch The TV @ The Maudslay Pub

	10/07/2012
	Kidderminster
	The BHG (Boars Head Gallery) / Mouth and Music

	14/07/2012
	Northants
	Sold Out Private house gig in Northants

	15/07/2012
	Old Swinford Stourbridge
	Life and Other Art Festival at Coach House

	15/07/2012
	Birmingham
	Yardbird

	21/07/2012
	Birmingham
	Ort

	15/08/2012
	Norwich
	Grapevine @ Bedfords

	23/08/2012
	Loughton
	Loughton Folk Club

	02/09/2012
	Birmingham
	Moseley Folk Festival (3rd Stage)

	19/10/2012
	Brighton
	The Cabin

	20/10/2012
	Southampton
	Sotones Presents at the Bent Brief

	24/10/2012
	St Ives
	Cafe Art

	24/10/2012
	St Ives
	Kettle and Wink

	25/10/2012
	Chudleigh, Devon
	Highwayman’s Haunt

	17/11/2012
	Alnwick Northumberland
	Lush @ Tanners Arms

	19/11/2012
	Washington
	Washington Arts Centre (in the Courtyard Bar area)


“really, really gorgeous songs” JANICE LONG BBC RADIO 2


“fresh and exciting” JEREMY VINE BBC RADIO 2


“Sensational…if this track had Peter Gabriel’s name on the sleeve it would be hailed as a major return to form...deserves a lot of respect” TOM ROBINSON BBC 6 MUSIC
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